Bible Study
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Week Twenty Five
Gospel of John
John 17: 1-26




Christ Prays for Himself

John 17:1-5

In his Last Supper discourse Jesus speaks of his glory and the glory of
his Father. What is this glory? It is the cross which Jesus speaks of
here. How does the cross reveal his glory? In the cross God reveals
the breadth of his great love for sinners and the power of redemption
which cancels the debt of sin and reverses the curse of our
condemnation.

Jesus gave his Father the supreme honor and glory through his
obedience and willingness to go to the cross. The greatest honor,
trust, and love any person can give one's leader is through his
obedience even to the point of sacrificing his own life. In warfare the
greatest honor belongs not to those who survive but to those who give
the supreme sacrifice of their own lives for their fellow countrymen.

Jesus also speaks of the Father bringing glory to the Son through the
great mystery of the Incarnation and Cross of Christ. God the Father
gave us his only begotten Son for our redemption and deliverance from
slavery to sin and death. There is no greater proof of God's love for
each and every person on the face of the earth than the Cross of Jesus
Christ. In the cross we see a new way of love — a love that is
unconditional, sacrificial and generous beyond comprehension.



“"the Spirit of truth, has come, he wili

guide you into all truth”
John 17:6-19

Do you know what your aim or mission in life is? Jesus' aim and
mission was to glorify his heavenly Father. All he said and did gave
glory to his Father.

On the eve of his sacrifice and in the presence of his disciples,

Jesus made his high priestly prayer: "Hon Father keep them in your

name that they may be one as we are one". Jesus prayed for the

unity of his disciples. Jesus' prayer for his people is that we be

united with God the Father in his Son and through his Holy Spirit

gng be joined together, in unity with all who are members of Christ's
ody.

Jesus saw glory in the cross rather than shame. Obedience to his
Father's will was his glory. Jesus kept his Father's word even when
tempted to forgo the cross. His strength was not in himself but in his
Father who kept him. We, too, must take up our cross and follow the
Lord Jesus whenver he may call us. He will give us the strength and
power of the Holy Spirit to live as his disciples. Do you trust in God
and in his call for your life?



Christ Prays for All Believers

John 17:20-26

Who is your brother and sister in Christ? On the eve of his sacrifice, when
Jesus celebrated his last supper with his apostles, he prayed for their unity
and for the unity of all who would believe in him and become his disciples.
God desires unity for all of his people, for married couples, families,
communities, and churches across every land and nation. Sadly division
and strife is often the result of personal pride, sin, prejudice, and the failure
to love, forgive, and reconcile. That is why prayer is so necessary, both for
gafekguardmg unity and for healing and restoration wherever unity has been
roken

Jesus knew the weakness of his disciples, their competitive spirit to see
who would rank first, their dislike for Samaritans and others who were not of
their own company, and the fear that would scatter them and make them
deny their Lord when Jesus' enemies arrested him in the Garden of
Gethsemani and nailed him to the cross on Calvary. John tells us that Jesus
loved his own to the very end (John 13:1). Nothing could break nor diminish
the love he had for them, not even betrayal and rejection. As disciples of
Jesus we are called to love and lay down our lives for all who believe in him.
If we are willing to die for our brothers and sisters in Christ, how much more
should we strive to live in harmony, love, and unity with one another



