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Week Thirty Eight

Acts of the Apostles
Acts 7:37- 8:25

People who do not obey
Acts 7:37-53

Turning to the matter of God's dwelling place,
Stephen acknowledged the role of the
tabernacle of Moses and the temple of Solomon,
but contended that God does not dwell in
temples made with hands.
He concluded by charging the council of
resisting the Holy Spirit just like their ancestors,
for as their fathers persecuted and killed the
prophets who foretold the coming of the Just
One (Christ), so they became His betrayers and
murderers. Indeed, they were the ones who
have not kept the Law

The people kill Stephen
Acts 7:54-60

Cut to the heart, those in the council gnashed at
Stephen with their teeth. Full of the Holy Spirit,
he gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God
with Jesus standing at His right hand. Upon
telling the council what he saw, in rage they cast
him out of city and began stoning him. The
witnesses who brought the false charges laid
their clothes at the feet of a young man named
Saul (later known as Paul, the apostle). As
Stephen was stoned, he called upon Jesus to
receive his spirit, and to not charge his
murderers with his death. In this way Stephen
became the first martyr for Christ

Aftermath of Stephen’s Death &
Conversion of the Samaritans
Acts 8:1-25
Following the martyrdom of Stephen, the church in Jerusalem was
severely persecuted. Prominent in leading the persecution was
young Saul, going so far as to enter homes and dragging men and
women off to prison.
This led to the dispersion of the church throughout Judea and
Samaria, though the apostles remained in Jerusalem. Those who
were scattered went everywhere preaching the Word, including
Philip (one of the seven men selected to help needy widows.
Preaching Christ and performing miracles, many Samaritans
believed and were baptized, including a sorcerer named Simon.
When the apostles heard that the Samaritans had received the
Word, they sent Peter and John to impart the Spirit through the
laying on of hands. When Simon tried to buy the ability to impart
spiritual gifts, Peter strongly rebuked him and told him to repent and
pray for forgiveness. Peter and John eventually made their way back
to Jerusalem, preaching the gospel in many villages of the
Samaritans

